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have been in vain ? Estella knew only too well the
point of view Franco typified, and doubtless would
not have been impressed even by this vigorous
restatement of it. But Franco, unlike other would-
be advisers, did not stop at mere statement of
principle. He presented Estella with a constructive
plan to solve the whole problem. Franco himself
had foreseen two years previously that the ultimate
solution must be to land an army in the Bay of
Alhucemas from which point it would alone be
possible to strike into the heart of Abd-el-Krim's
domain, and kill the rebellion at its root. On the
face of it the scheme was fantastic, for Alhucemas
was remote and easily defended* If it had occurred
to others before Franco, they had in most cases
dismissed it as absurd and impracticable. But as
Franco unfolded his plan to Estella difficulties
seemed to fade into thin air* If Estella was not
convinced that Franco was right in all he maintained,
at least he had to admit the feasibility of the idea.
Serious doubts assailed him about his own plan.
The withdrawal was postponed, Estella returned
to Spain. Franco returned to the fighting ; and the
situation was no better than before.
By August, 1924, the Moors were so strong that
they were able to cut the Spanish line of communi-
cations between Xauen and Tetuan. Such influence
as Franco may have exercised on Estella had had
time to wear off and, seeing the new deterioration,
he resolved once more that Ms original plan of